
      MUSEUM OF VENTURA COUNTY - CITY/COUNTY ADVOCACY CAMPAIGN 
 

TALKING POINTS 
 

I’m calling to express my support of an investment of public funds in the Museum of Ventura County 
which would allow it to stay open as a resource for our community and to make it sustainable for the 
future. 
 

• The Museum was established in 1913 as a public institution. The museum was 100% supported 
by public funds for 65 years until 1978, when it transitioned to a private nonprofit institution. It 
has been supported by the private sector since then – in the last 10 years alone a total of 
$14,038,853 in individual giving and $2,883,623 in foundation grants has been raised. It can no 
longer operate without an appropriate level of public funding - the current funding model is not 
sustainable. For the museum to survive, the public and private sector have to work together.  
 

• The museum serves thousands of students throughout the county every year. This year alone, 
over 5,200 students from over 100 schools were served through the museum tour program. Of 
these students, 70% were served for free, with the programs and bussing funded through 
grants the museum secured. Additionally, over 5,000 students were served through museum 
outreach to the schools.  

 
• Protecting and caring for the history and cultural heritage of the community is a major role of 

government. Without funding from the city and county, the museum will close, and the public 
sector will lose its partner and will need to take on the full cost of preserving these cultural 
resources and making them available to the public. 
 

• The requested support will allow the Museum a five-year transition period to build an 
endowment that will fundamentally change the museum’s business plan, fully assess its 
collections, and revitalize programming to serve a broader audience that is more inclusive of 
the entire county.  

 
As a City/County leader, I’m asking for your support in keeping the Museum of Ventura County alive. 
Your support is critical to inspire private donations which together with public funding can move the 
museum past the end of July, when it runs out of money, and into its new sustainable business model. 
 
City / County Official Contact Info: Email / Phone Your Notes 
Mayor Erik Nasarenko enasarenko@cityofventura.org 

Phone: 805-654-7827 
501 Poli Street, Ventura, CA 93001 

 

Deputy Mayor Neal Andrews  nandrews@cityofventura.ca.gov 
Phone: 805-654-7827 
501 Poli Street, Ventura, CA 93001 

 

Councilmember Cheryl Heitmann cheitmann@cityofventura.ca.gov 
Phone: 805-654-7827 
501 Poli Street, Ventura, CA 93001 

 

Councilmember James L. Monahan jmonahan@cityofventura.ca.gov 
Phone: 805-654-7827 
501 Poli Street, Ventura, CA 93001 

 



Councilmember Matt LaVere mlavere@cityofventura.ca.gov 
Phone: 805-654-7827 
501 Poli Street, Ventura, CA 93001 

 

Councilmember Mike Tracy mtracy@cityofventura.ca.gov 
Phone: 805-654-7827 
501 Poli Street, Ventura, CA 93001 

 

Councilmember Christy Weir cweir@cityofventura.ca.gov 
Phone: 805-654-7827 
501 Poli Street, Ventura, CA 93001 

 

City Manager Mark Watkins mwatkins@cityofventura.ca.gov 
Phone: 805-654-7827 
501 Poli Street, Ventura, CA 93001 

 

Supervisor Steve Bennett, District 1 
San Buenaventura, Montalvo, Saticoy, Ojai 
Valley, City of Ojai, Upper Ojai Valley, Riverpark, 
Northwest Oxnard, and North Coast 

supervisor.bennett@ventura.org 
steve.bennett@ventura.org 
Phone: (805) 654-2703 
Hall of Administration 
L-1900 800 S. Victoria Avenue  
Ventura, California 93009  

 

Supervisor Linda Parks, District 2 
Thousand Oaks, Newbury Park, Westlake 
Village, Oak Park, Bell Canyon, Hidden Valley, 
Lake Sherwood, Somis, Las Posas Valley, 
California State University Channel Islands, 
Portions of the Oxnard Plain, Santa Rosa Valley, 
Naval Base, Ventura County Point Mugu, 
California Air National Guard, and South Coast 

Linda.Parks@ventura.org 
Phone: (805) 214-2510 
625 West Hillcrest Drive Thousand 
Oaks, CA 91360 

 

Supervisor Kelly Long, District 3 
Camarillo, Port Hueneme, Southeast Oxnard, 
East Oxnard Plain, Santa Paula, Fillmore, Piru, 
East Lockwood Valley, and Eastern Portion of 
Naval Base Ventura County Port Hueneme 

kelly.long@ventura.org 
Phone: 805-654-2276 
1203 Flynn Rd, Suite 220  
Camarillo, CA 93012  
 

 

Supervisor Peter C. Foy, District 4  
Simi Valley, Moorpark, Santa Susana Knolls, Box 
Canyon, Chatsworth Peak, Home Acres, Sinaloa 
Lake, and Tierra Rejada Valley 

supervisor.foy@ventura.org;  
Phone: 805.955.2300 
980 Enchanted Way, #203  
Simi Valley, CA 93065  

 

Supervisor John C. Zaragoza, Chair, 
District 5 
Oxnard, Oxnard Shores, Mandalay Bay, Silver 
Strand, Hollywood Beach, Hollywood By the Sea, 
Channel Islands Harbor, El Rio, Nyeland Acres, 
Del Norte Area, Oxnard College, Oxnard Plain, 
Strickland and Portion of Naval Base Ventura 
County Port Hueneme 

john.zaragoza@ventura.org;  
Phone: 805.654.2613 
County Government Center  
Hall of Administration L#1860  
800 S. Victoria Avenue  
Ventura, California 93009  
 

 

Michael Powers  
County Executive Officer County 
Government Center 

CountyExecutiveOfficer@ventura.org  
Phone: 805.654.2681 
County Government Center 
Hall of Administration  
800 S. Victoria Avenue  
Ventura, California 93009 

 

 


